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 Welcome to our trio of pubs 

 

 

 

The Nothe Tavern 

Come and join us up in the 

beautiful Nothe Gardens and look 

out over the town of Weymouth. 

We serve gourmet pub food and a 

selection of fine wines 

 

Barrack Road, Weymouth 

The King’s Arms 

Right next to the harbour and the 

perfect place to bring the family 

and listen to some of the Folk 

Festival sets 

 

Trinity Road, Weymouth 

The Boot 

Weymouth’s oldest pub is also 

hosting some great music during 

the festival. Enjoy our selection of 

hand pumped ales and a pork pie! 

 

High West Street, Weymouth 

Follow us on Facebook for updates. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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The Committee – left to right, back row then front row 
Chris Preece – Dance Liaison and Planning  

Rick Potter – Sessions and Workshops  

Mike Donovan – Chair and Sponsor Liaison  

David Gordon – Publicity 

Janice Munz – Steward Liaison and Planning 

Tricia Donovan – Secretary, Information Stand 

Ann Newman – Programme and Website Design, Trader Liaison 

Roger Quigley – Treasurer  

Bob Ford – Stage Organisation and Band Bookings (not pictured) 

 

  

 

 

 

From the Chairperson 

 

A huge welcome to the 2019 Wessex Folk Festival. If you've never experienced its 
delights before, we think you're in for a treat. If you're one of our regulars, good to 
see you again! 
There's certainly plenty to enjoy: our best-ever line-up of music on the two stages; 
workshops in Hope Church; sessions in the pubs; and colourful dancing on three 
sites along the Harbour side. Dance sides come from far and wide (this year we 
even have a group from Estonia), and their energy and enthusiasm are much 
appreciated. And if you still have some energy left after a day outside, come along 
to Hope Church on Saturday evening for a Barn Dance featuring the wonderful Tree 
Fellahs. 
My thanks go particularly to a fantastically hard-working committee (all volunteers) 
who have given their time and talents throughout the year; to all the volunteers 
who help over the weekend; and to the local businesses who support the event. The 
Festival receives no big sponsorship money, so thank you as well for buying this 
programme. Please give generously to the bucket collectors. Everything we raise 
goes to pay for this years festival, and to ensure that it can go ahead again next year. 
Now stop reading this and go and enjoy yourself! 
 

Mike Donovan 
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 The information in this programme is correct at the time of going to 

press, but, as in most things in life, may be subject to change. 

 USEFUL INFORMATION 

TOILETS 

Public toilets are located in Cove Street 

 

LOST CHILDREN 

Lost children should be brought to (or reported to) the Information Stand in Hope 

Square 

 

ACCIDENTS 

We have first aid facilities located in the ambulance in Trinity Street  

 

CONCERNS 

If you see anything unsafe or concerning in your time at the festival, please report it 

to our Information Stand in Hope Square 
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A huge thank you to all our sponsors and supporters, 

without whom this festival could not go ahead 

We would like to extend a very 
special thank you to all our 
volunteers for all their help 

during the festival weekend. 

If you would like to help next year, please 

leave your details at the Information 

Desk or contact us via the website. 

 

 

Sponsors 
Weymouth BID  
Wessex Folk Nite 
Dream Cottages 
The King’s Arms & The Boot        
The Red Lion 
The Sailor’s Return 
Galley Bistro 
The Crow’s Nest 
Pascal’s Brasserie 
Ivy Coffee House 
Bennetts on the Waterfront 
  
Supporters 
Weymouth Community Volunteers 
The Real Book Shop 
National Sea Cadet Training Centre 
Weymouth Council 
Dorset Council 
Hope United Reform Church 
The T Shop 
Dorsetbays Photography 

The Old Rooms Inn 
Brewers Quay 
Chesterman & Matthews 
One Two Sound 
Paul Openshaw 
Impact Signs 
Weyprint 
Weymouth Harbour Master 
Weymouth Pavilion 
  
 

Please leave your thoughts 

on the feedback form on the 

website. Thanks! 

www.wessexfolkfestival.com 

Photos: Dorsetbays; Sue Elmer; Angela Thomas; 

Peter McClean; Joshua Kirby (Dorset Echo) 

; Viv Horne 

While you’re here, why not Tweet your 
reaction to what you’re seeing  

 
@wessexfolkfest1 

 

 

 

 

 www.wessexfolkfestival.com 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WessexFolkFestival 

 

 

mailto:@wessexfolkfest1
http://www.wessexfolkfestival.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WessexFolkFestival
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About the Festival 

Wessex Folk Festival is growing into one of Southern England’s favourite 

festivals. It is quite unique in what it has to offer: 

 

 Two stages with continuous free music performances all day Saturday 

and Sunday 

 Free Barn Dance in Hope Church on Saturday evening 

 Continuous Morris dancing throughout the festival – over 30 Morris sides 

 National and international performers 

 Musical workshops 

 Excellent selection of trade stalls 

 Music sessions in pubs in and around the Festival Area 

 All set on Weymouth’s picturesque Old Harbour and historic Hope Square 

 Local pubs, cafes, restaurants and shops within the festival area 

 Fantastic friendly atmosphere 

 Wow! Enjoy! 

 

FOLK FESTIVAL SERVICE at HOPE CHURCH 

 

on SUNDAY, 2nd JUNE at 10.30am 
 

Everyone is warmly invited to a  

 

LIVELY AND ALL-INCLUSIVE SERVICE OF PRAISE  

 

centred entirely around Hymns based upon 

  

TRADITIONAL FOLK TUNES 

from all across the world – with no Sermon!!!! 
 

Do come and join us in celebration. Bring your 

voices AND your instruments and let’s raise the rafters!!!! 
 

(Refreshments afterwards) 
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Trade Stalls 

Wessex Folk Festival Trade Stalls are hand-picked by 

the committee for their appropriateness to the Folk 

Festival setting. Many traders return year on year as 

they really enjoy the festival. In fact we have a large 

waiting list of would-be traders trying to get in! 

For that reason, we are able to pick the best of the 

bunch and we are very proud of our trade stalls. 

 

 

 

We hope you will enjoy everything they have to offer, from hand-made 

hats, cool clothes and beautiful natural jewellery to excellent hot food and 

locally produced hog roast and cider (plenty of cider!) 

 

 

Brand new at 

this year’s 

festival 

Toddlers’ music 

workshops! 

See Workshops 

pages for details 
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The Stage in the Square  

 

 
 

Saturday 

 

MC: Finnian McGurk 

11am   Alex Roberts 

12noon  The Stomping Boondocks 

1pm  Harbottle & Jonas  

2pm  Barney Newman & Tom Leary  

3pm  The Rumblestrutters 

4pm      Glymjack 

5pm  The BeauBowBelles 

 

MC:  Malcolm Gurnham & Gill Gilsenan 

11am   The Dorset Wrecks  

12noon  Vicki Swan & Jonny Dyer 

1pm  James Hickman & Dan Cassidy  

2pm  Gadarene 

3pm  Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman 

4pm  Mad Magdalen 

5pm  Ant Noel & The Peabody Drakes 

 

Sunday 
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The Harbourside Stage  

 

 

Sunday 

Saturday 

MC: Chris Deacon 

11am  Dom Prag 

12noon  Roswell 

1pm  Wareham Whalers  

2pm  Tin Angel 

3pm  The Sherborne Folk Band 

4pm  No Direction 

5pm  Wild Rover Set 

 

MC:  Bob Ford 

11am  Doc Clarke’s Remedy  

12noon  Weymouth Ukuleleans 

1pm  Sharon Lazibyrd  

2pm  Mitchell & Vincent 

3pm  Annie Dressner  

4pm  The Kilpecks 

5pm  Oka Vanga 
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Workshops 

 

Saturday 1st June, 12noon to 1pm 

Sliding into Folk with Garry Smith 
A workshop aimed at beginner to intermediate players, exploring slide 
guitar in a less Blues oriented context.  Tuning will be open D, and we'll be 
looking at some of the chord shapes found in that tuning too.  Expect to 
leave with printed notes. 
 

Saturday 1st June, Hope Church, 11am to 12noon 

Fingerpicking in open tunings with Terry Hellyar 
The workshop will look at playing in open G tuning, it is for those who want 
to add something different to their repertoire, a different sound. The 
workshop is for both those just starting to play and those seeking something 
different, Terry plays almost exclusively in open tunings and G is his 
favourite. 
 

 

Workshops are in Hope Church 
(nominal fee may apply) 

As you can see, one workshop follows the next with no in-between time, so please be on time so 

everyone can get the most enjoyment from their workshops. Thanks 

 

Saturday 1st June, 1pm to 3pm 

Concertina Workshop  
The West Country Concertina Players 
A major part of the West Country Concertina Players 
(WCCP), Mike and Gwen are again offering taster a 
session - come along and try a concertina under the 
helpful guidance of members of the WCCP who run 
regular player days and workshops.   
Instruments will be available for people to try.   
So if you want to play a concertina for Morris, for folk 
singing, or any other style - come along! 
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Workshops  

Saturday 1st  June, Hope Church 3pm to 5pm 

Folk Orc 
This workshop is an ideal opportunity to come and 

try an instrument out, whether you are an 
experienced player looking for something 

different, or even if you have never played an 
instrument before.  We have mandolins, banjos, 
fiddles and more, with experienced players on 

hand to assist.  You may also have the opportunity 
to try these on two or three traditional songs 

during the workshop. 
www.folkorc.co.uk 

 
 

FREE TODDLERS’ MUSIC WORKSHOPS 

At WESSEX FOLK FESTIVAL 

On Sunday 2nd June 

Welcome to Monkey Music! 

Join Monkey and Mo at the Wessex Folk Festival 

to experience a taste of our fun, educational classes and find 

out what Monkey Music is all about! 

We will be holding FREE, mixed-age Taster Sessions for little 

ones from 3 months to 3 years at the Hope Church in Trinity 

Street at 1.45pm and 2.30pm on Sunday 2nd June. 

Come along and see us or, to guarantee your space, book 

online at www.bit.ly/MMWessexFolkFestival 

We can't wait to meet you! 

 
 

http://www.folkorc.co.uk/
http://www.bit.ly/MMWessexFolkFestival
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Adding to the enjoyment of the 

Wessex Folk Festival are the Pub 

Sessions. Not to be confused with 

over indulgent consumption of 

alcohol sessions, these are where 

Folk Music Lovers meet and play 

their instruments and sing 

together. Everyone is welcome to 

join in with these free and relaxed 

sessions. Come early to get a seat!  

Pub Sessions  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP US HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.  

DURING THE FESTIVAL LOTS OF 

DRINKS WILL BE SERVED IN  

PLASTIC ‘GLASSES’.  

PLEASE DISPOSE OF THEM PROPERLY 

IN THE PUBS OR IN THE BINS 

AROUND THE FESTIVAL SITE.  

ALL FESTIVAL RUBBISH IS SENT FOR 

RECYCLING. 

 

 

Easy access for wheelchair users. Morning or afternoon sailings around 

the Jurassic Coast or Portland Harbour. We suggest a £5.00pp donation 

for running costs. All skippers and the crew give their time free. Find us 

at the North Quay, Inner Harbour, Weymouth DT4 8T 

M.V.Freedom Facebook     Website: www.mvfreedom.co.uk  Bookings: 07974266867 

 

 

  

Providing access to the sea for people 

living with disability 

MV Freedom 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MV-Freedom-602838453075968/
http://www.mvfreedom.co.uk/
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  Pub Sessions                                  The King’s Arms 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 2pm - 5pm: Festival introduction 
Local musician Rick Potter (www.rickpottermusic.co.uk)  
will start with a Songwriters' session - bring your own songs - followed by 
close harmony folk from Portland based Dawn Chorus, finishing with 
dazzling whistle led instrumentals from The Coves. 
 

Friday 8pm till late: Folk Session  

with Gill and Alan McIntosh 
Curtain Up for the weekend as festival goers start to gather. Say ‘Hello’ to 
friends old and new as people start to arrive for a weekend of folk, 
friendship and fun. Gill and Alan bring their Friday night “Knights at the 
Bottom” session to the Festival.  Come and sing and/or play, or just listen 
and join in. 
 

Saturday 1pm - 5pm: Open Session 
Please drop in and play - no Session Leaders, but please respect other 
performers. 
 

Saturday 8pm till late: Folk Orc Session 
The Folk Orc would like to invite you to join them for one of their Open 
Sessions.  All abilities are welcome to come and join in playing songs from 
the Folk Orc's New Open Session Book Vol 2.  Songs are scheduled at 
random from the book which contains lyrics, chords, notation and 
mandolin tab.  So whoever you are and whatever you play, come along 
and be one of our folk. 
 

Sunday 1pm - 5pm: Open Session 
Please stop in and play - no Session Leaders, but please respect other 
performers. 
 

Sunday 8pm till late: Anything Goes 
Led by Stuart and Sandy Cave of the famous Cove House sessions, come 
and contribute to the evening. 
 

http://www.rickpottermusic.co.uk/
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 The Sailor’s Return  
Weymouth  
Traditional Fisherman’s pub  
Home cooked food  
Real ales  
Fine wines  
Live music  
Folk evenings  
Historic pub  
Centrally located  
Friendly atmosphere  
1 St Nicholas Street, Weymouth DT4 8AD       01305 773377 

 www.sailorsreturnweymouth.co.uk 

 

 

Wessex Folk Nite 
Every Wednesday 

7.30 till closing time 

The Sailor’s Return 

Weymouth 

Come along and join in or just enjoy real 

English Folk Music 

No PA – just traditional instruments 

including voice 

Everyone welcome to take a turn 

http://www.sailorsreturnweymouth.co.uk/
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Friday 8pm – late: Morris Music Session 
Hosted by Pete Metcalf from Wessex Morris, bring along tunes and songs, or 
just come and listen 
 

Saturday 1pm – 3pm: Americana Session 
Lynn Targett leads – the emphasis in these Americana sessions is on 
participation rather than individual performance, wanting those who attend to 
spend most of the two hours singing and playing themselves and accompanying 
others. We interpret Americana as Bluegrass, Old-Time, American Folk, Country, 
and Blues. A warm welcome awaits those of any ability.  
 

Saturday 3pm - 5pm: Folk Club  

Folk Club, a singaround led by Pat, well known for her 
Yorkshire wit and wisdom. Depending on numbers, you should get at 

least two songs each, but please come early to ensure a spot. 
 

Saturday 8pm till late: Songs Old & New 
Peter Munz - local singer and fiddle player - will host this session, with the 

emphasis on songs both old and new - but a few tunes along the way will always 

be welcome. 

Sunday 1pm - 3pm: Americana Session (details as above) 
 

Sunday 3pm - 5pm: Women's Troubles by Amy 

Hopwood 
A session celebrating the stories of women in folk song - from the emotional and 

lovelorn, to the feisty, filthy and downright murderous.  All welcome (men 

too!).  www.amyhopwood.co.uk, www.facebook.co.uk/AmyHopwoodMusic 
 

Sunday 8pm till late: Survivors' Session 
(notice the positioning of the apostrophe means we expect there to be more 
than one survivor!) 
Led by Roger and Jo Quigley – the title says it all – a final celebration of the 

weekend! 

 

Pub Sessions                                 The Sailor’s Return 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amyhopwood.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.co.uk/AmyHopwoodMusic
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The Real Book Shop 
Online book shop selling real 

books. Come in and have a browse 
Over 10 years’ experience selling 

books online. 
Huge variety of subjects 

www.therealbookshop.co.uk 
 

Like strange stories?     

Visit our dedicated site  

Weird Fiction Books 
Specializing in 

Fantasy - Horror & Sci-Fi 

www.weirdfictionbooks.com 

 

 

 

 

Download a full colour PDF copy of this Programme at 

www.therealbookshop.co.uk 

 

http://www.therealbookshop.co.uk/
http://www.weirdfictionbooks.com/
http://www.therealbookshop.co.uk/
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Pub Sessions                                                  The Boot 

Friday 8pm till late: Wyke Ukedelics 
A great fun line up of local ukulele players for a stomping opening to the Festival. 
 

Saturday 2pm - 3pm:  Spoons Workshop  
How to play the spoons to accompany folk and dance tunes and songs.   
A lot of fun with an instrument that is being taken a lot more seriously.  You will 
learn to play, and accompany John Rowlands on accordion.   
Spoons provided! 
 

Saturday 3pm - 5 pm: Fiddle and Accordion 
June and John Rowlands, accomplished dance musicians on fiddle and button 
accordion, have played in the UK and overseas for many years, and have been 
the core of many pub sessions.  They will be ably supported on accordion by 
Steve Butler. 
 

Saturday 8pm till late: Folk Night with Alan Twelftree.   
Alan has been folk singing for 45 years, Morris dancing/playing for 42 years, 
played in a country dance band and called for dances as well; all with enthusiasm 
if not great skill. 
Tonight’s Session will be:  
Maximum participation for everyone, lots of chorus singing, songs from 
anywhere, musical instruments and banjos welcome, tunes to join in with (and 
it's not a race). 
 

Sunday 1pm - 3pm: Dorset Wrecks 
Dorset’s favourite shantyists (!) – bring a sea shanty/song with you, or join in 
with the Wrecks.  
 

Sunday 3pm - 5 pm: Open session 
Come in and sit in  - no Session leader, so please respect your fellow performers. 
 

Sunday 8 till late: Open session as above 
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 Stage in the Square Harbourside Stage Hope Church 

FRIDAY 

2pm – 5pm    
 

8pm - late    
 

SATURDAY 

11am – 12noon Alex Roberts Doc Clarke’s 
Remedy 

Fingerpicking 
Guitar workshop 

12noon – 1pm Stomping 
Boondocks 

Weymouth 
Ukeluleans 

Sliding Into Folk 
Workshop 

1pm – 2pm Harbottle & 
Jonas 

 
Sharon Lazibyrd 

Concertina 
Workshop 

2pm – 3pm Barney Newman 
& Tom Leary 

Mitchell & 
Vincent 

3pm – 4pm The 
Rumblestrutters 

Annie Dressner 
 

Folk Orc 
Workshop 

4pm – 5pm Glymjack The Kilpecks 
 

5pm – 6pm 
 

BeauBowBelles Oka Vanga  

7pm - late   
 

Free Barn Dance 

SUNDAY 

11am – 12 noon Dorset Wrecks 
 

Dom Prag 10.30am Festival 
Church Service 

12 noon – 1pm Vicki Swan & 
Jonny Dyer 

Roswell  

1pm – 2pm Hickman & 
Cassidy 

Wareham 
Whalers 

1.45- 2.15 Tots’ 
Music Workshop 

2pm – 3pm Gadarene 
 

Tin Angel  2.30- 3.00 Tots’ 
Music Workshop 

3pm – 4pm Kathryn Roberts 
& Sean Lakeman 

Sherborne Folk 
Band 

 

4pm – 5pm Mad Magdalen 
 

No Direction  

5pm – 6pm 
 

Ant Noel & The 
Peabody Drakes 

Wild Rover Set  

8pm - late    
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 The King’s Arms The Boot The Sailor’s Return 

FRIDAY 

2pm – 5pm Welcome Session 
Rick Potter 

  

8pm - late Folk Session 
Gill & Alan 

Wyke Ukedelics Morris Music 
Session 

SATURDAY 

11am – 12noon  
 

  

12noon – 1pm  
 

  

1pm – 2pm 
 

Open Folk Music 
Session 

 Americana Session 

2pm – 3pm 
 

Spoons Workshop 

3pm – 4pm 
 

Fiddle & Accordion 
Session 

Folk Club 

4pm – 5pm 
 

5pm – 6pm 
 

   

8pm - late Chris Hopgood Folk Night 
 

Songs Old & New 

SUNDAY 

11am – 12noon  
 

  

12noon – 1pm  
 

  

1pm – 2pm 
 

Open Folk Music 
Session 

Dorset Wrecks Americana Session 

2pm – 3pm 
 

3pm – 4pm 
 

Open Session Women’s Troubles 
Amy Hopwood 

4pm – 5pm 
 

5pm – 6pm  
 

  

8pm - late Anything Goes with 
Stuart Cave 

Open Session Survivors’ Session 
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On the Stages 

Ant Noel & The Peabody Drakes 
Somerset-based songwriter Ant Noel and his 
backing band The Peabody Drakes perform a 
foot-tapping blend of Celtic, Klezmer and 
American folk music, all wrapped up in Ant's 
original songs. Their music is raucous, uplifting 
and joyful, led by the riveting combination of 
clarinet and fiddle, alongside guitar, double 
bass and sumptuous vocal harmonies. A 
regular on festival stages and at venues across 
Somerset and Bristol, Ant comes to the 
Wessex Folk Festival hot on the heels of his 
latest album release, Ferryman's 
Wake. www.antnoel.com 
 

 

 

 

Alex Roberts 
Here is an artist who represents all the best 
aspects of the songwriter’s craft. A casual 
observer of the world that surrounds him, 
he draws on its roots and its past and 
present. A story teller in the age-old 
tradition, a balladeer, poet and a writer of 
impressively prolific output, with four 
studio albums released. “Alex plays bloody 
wonderfully!” - John Renbourn. 

Annie Dressner 
Since moving from her hometown of New York City to 
the UK seven years ago, singer-songwriter Annie 
Dressner has received considerable recognition from 
her live shows, as well as both her debut album, 
Strangers Who Knew Each Other's Names (2011), and 
her EP East Twenties (April 2013). Dressner’s second 
in-studio album with producer Nigel Stonier (Thea 
Gilmore) was released on 26th October 2018.  It has 
been receiving rave revues, such as Shire Folk calling it 
“one of the freshest and most enjoyable releases of 
the year.” 

http://www.antnoel.com/
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Barney Newman & Tom Leary 
are an exciting duo from 
Oxfordshire. They play toe tapping 
banjo and fiddle , Country Blues with 
a groove! They have been 
performing together for nine years 
and have developed a sound that is 
their own. Tom regularly plays with 
“Feast Of Fiddles”, “Richard Digance” 
and “Kevin Dempsey” whilst Barney 
performs solo around the UK. 
Their styles complement each other 
perfectly. Like fine wine these guys 
get better with age! 

 
 

 

On the Stages 

The BeauBowBelles are a Swing Folk band from 
London. Sitting somewhere between The Staves, 
Katzenjammer and Molotov Jukebox, The 
BeauBowBelles' close-part harmonies, driving 
rhythms and soulful melodies have attracted a 
dedicated fan-base across the UK and beyond. 
Their live shows are described as virtuosic, 
energetic and thoroughly entertaining. Their 
music takes their audiences on a spell binding 
journey with enthralling story-telling, bewitching 
vocals and foot stomping jigs. 
 

Doc Clarke’s Remedy 
comprises four local musicians and 
singers.  From left to right in the 
photograph – Mike Clarke, Dave 
Bradford, Lynn Targett and Pam 
Dentith. Instruments include Guitars, 
Banjos, Mandolin and Double Bass. 
The band originally focussed on 
Bluegrass but in the last couple of 
years has incorporated a wide range of 
music into its repertoire. 
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Dorset Wrecks 
were formed in 2013 when Bob Brown asked a couple of people in the Boot Inn if 
they would like to join him to sing sea shanties. It seemed a good idea at the time 
and their first gig happened when five of the initial six members sang on MV 
Freedom to support them at the Weymouth Barrel Rolling event in September 
2013. Since then they have had over 100 gigs. They rehearse weekly at the Old 
Town Hall, Weymouth (opposite The Boot Inn). 

On the Stages 

 

Dom Prag is a young Southampton 
based singer-songwriter whose 
spellbinding voice, magical guitar 
energy and songs of passion, loss, 
comical social disasters and everyday 
fears combine folk with blues and 
classical influences, into gripping 
musical narratives. In 2015, whilst 
living in Brighton, he released an EP, 
Talitha and Other Songs, which has 
been played on numerous local radio 
stations up and down the country. 
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Harbottle & Jonas 
Fast emerging and dynamic Devon 
duo Harbottle & Jonas bring their 
fourth album The Sea Is My 
Brother to Wessex Folk Festival. 
There is a real maritime flavour to 
this superb album; every song tells a 
story and the storytelling continues 
between songs. A great live act, their 
songs cover the political and 
historical as well as the more 
personal.  
 

 

Gadarene blend obscure traditional English 
tunes, virtuoso acoustic musicians, funky 
beats and loads of energy. The five-piece 
play drums, mandolin, double bass, fiddle 
and flute, their musicianship and effects 
units transforming obscure English 18th 
and 19th-century tunes into numbers from 
intricate acoustic trance to alternative 
modern dance hits. Drawing on styles from 
pop and rock to electronic and dub, the 
band’s pioneering attitude to folk brings 
glorious old tunes to life. The set features 
Lancashire clog and Dartmoor step dance, 
and gets audiences up dancing too!    

 Glymjack 
is award-winning singer-
songwriter Greg McDonald (“Genius” 
– Rolling Stone), often joined by 
fiddle virtuoso Gemma 
Gayner (“powerhouse 
instrumentalist” – fRoots) and 
sometimes by the Glymjack band in a 
passionate, high-energy take on 
English folk-roots music. 
 

On the Stages 
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On the Stages 

 

James Hickman & Dan Cassidy 
James’ and Dan’s duo was formed in 2008, 
beginning with several successful local 
shows in James’ hometown of Shrewsbury 
and the surrounding county of Shropshire. 
Their relaxed banter and unique musical 
style was well received and they were soon 
performing further afield. The following 
year, with the prospect of more 
comprehensive tours approaching, they 
recorded and released their debut album 
Severn Street, featuring arrangements of 
traditional songs and tunes and several of 
their own compositions. 

 

Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman 
Mixing traditional songs with their own 
material, the husband and wife duo 
from Dartmoor have established their 
reputation over two decades and won 
the BBC Radio 2 Folk Award for the best 
duo in 2016 and 2013.  
Kathryn Roberts is originally from 
Barnsley in South Yorkshire, where her 
musical parents introduced her to a 
wealth of music, including regular visits 
to folk festivals.  

 

The Kilpecks 
were formed from the splintered shins 
of folk-funk favourites the Lonesome 
Stampede. Although, The Kilpecks are 
rawer, they are keen to allow the 
stories to take the listener past the 
shadows of this world. Their debut 
single Haunted Man does just that. It 
was penned in the wake of #MeToo 
Movement, for there still many modern 
stories to tell.  
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On the Stages 
Mad Magdalen 
Whether on the main stage, around a 
camp fire, or plugged into a sun, wind 
or pedal powered amp or two, Mad 
Magdalen (pronounced “Mad 
Mawdlin”) offer traditional English 
music with attitude. We sing songs 
and play tunes about sex, death, 
dancing and magic with a sprinkling of 
the history you were never taught at 
school. Born around a kitchen table, 
with good food (probably curry) and 
wine combined with the English 
tradition of getting together with 
friends and playing old songs, Mad 
Magdalen have gone on to play at 
festivals and gatherings all across the 
South of England. 
 

 

 

Mitchell & Vincent 
The Westcountry duo’s fiddle and guitar playing has been 
described by Acoustic magazine as, “Stunning”, while Bright 
Young Folk praised their music for, “Providing skilled 
arrangements and expert delivery of tunes and songs which 
showcase the vibrancy, and variety, of folk music across Britain. 
A thoroughly engaging and enjoyable experience.” 
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Oka Vanga are Angela Meyer 
& William Cox, an award 
winning UK Folk & Roots duo. 
A hard to pigeonhole act, with 
a unique cross genre sound, 
their line-up of vocals, guitars,  

 

The Red Lion  
Hope Square  
Weymouth  
 

Established 1851  
Old Brewery Tap Pub  
Real Ales  
Large covered outdoor seating area  
Varied menu  
Historical Lifeboat tradition 

http://theredlionweymouth.co.uk 
01305 786940 

 

No Direction 
A mixed acapella harmony quartet who 
sing a wide variety of styles. One moment 
they’ll be singing a Croatian folk song and 
the next a Buddy Holly classic! 
 

 

 

ukulele and mandolin makes their sets both interesting and memorable. Their recent 
album Dance of the Copper Trail  has been hailed as their best work yet, described 
by Songlines as  “profound, concise and meticulous”. 

 

http://theredlionweymouth.co.uk/
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On the Stages 

Roswell 
Since their first sell-out gig together in 
March 2018, Folk/Americana duo 
Roswell have gone on to win the 
Purbeck Rising 2018 competition, have 
their debut single Heaven Knows 
selected for Fatea's Winter Showcase, 
and  recorded their debut EP at the 
Roundhouse. Jasmine and Zoë have 
been combining their love of intricate 
vocal harmonies and folk music since 
they met at an open mic in Ely and are 
planning an exciting 2019 - including 
working on their next release and 
appearing at festivals from Swanage to 
Switzerland. 
 
 

 

The Rumblestrutters bring the 
Prohibition Era to the party! This trio 
vividly evoke the traditional jug band 
music and acoustic blues of the 
1920s. Equally adept at classic 
material or original compositions, 
their entertaining performances have 
to be seen to be believed.  
 
“If you see them advertised - GO!”- Paul Jones, 

Radio 2) 

“Be sure not to miss them!”- Spencer Davis 

“Like ‘em” - David Crosby 
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Trinity Road Weymouth 

www.bennettsfishandchips.co.uk  

01305 781237 

Family owned and  

family run  

Fish and Chips Shop 

Sustainably caught cod 

fillets, mackerel baps 

and traditional seaside 

chip shop fayre. 

 

Enjoy traditional 

seaside Fish n Chips 

right in the middle 

of the Festival 

 

Sharon Lazibyrd is a talented, 
original and award winning folk 
singer- songwriter who writes 
striking, ethereal and melodic songs. 
Her songs are influenced by 
musicals, music hall and everything 
from Julian Cope to English folk. She 
has performed across the UK and in 
Ireland including Glastonbury 
Festival. She was BBC Introducing 
Artist of the Week in Jan 2018 on 
BBC Georgey Tonight and BBC 
Introducing in the West’s main 
event in September 2018. She 
performs at festivals and folk clubs 
across the country and has 
headlined acoustic stages.  
 

On the Stages 
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On the Stages 

Stomping Boondocks 
Performing since the early stages of 
2015, forged in the Southern 
County of Dorset, the Stomping 
Boondocks bring a measured mix of 
Celtic folk, pop and a hint of rock. 
They'll be sure to get you dancing 
along to their take on traditional 
jigs, reels, tunes and songs.   

 

 

Tin Angel 
American roots music: blues, old-
time, swing, ragtime, who-knows-
what at other times. The songs 
are traditional (mostly) while the 
driving string band music rocks. 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/tinangelband 
 

The Sherborne Folk Band 
Ever wanted to discover the fun of 
playing folk music with other people? 
The Sherborne Folk Band was created 
just this year for that purpose. It 
enables anyone with an instrument to 
join and is for ‘bedroom musicians’, 
beginners, start again musicians, late 
bloomers, musicians that think they 
can only read the dots and those who 
worry they can’t read the dots. It 
enables people to learn tunes and 
chords, and enjoy an informal 
performance 

http://www.facebook.com/tinangelband
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On the Stages 

Wareham Whalers are one of Dorset’s premier shanty crews and have been 
entertaining audiences since 2004. They run a popular monthly folk night and 
host a regular shanty gig in their namesake and historic town of Wareham. They 
sing at shindigs and festivals throughout the year. Workshops are held, 
informing the audience about the ways the crews sailed the tall ships.  You are 
also likely to see and hear them busking the rural and coastal towns of the 
picturesque Isle of Purbeck and the beautiful Jurassic Coast.  
 

 

 

tradition. They have developed a sound that is both familiar and fresh. Strong 
believers in letting the music tradition live and breathe through sensitive 
interpretation, Vicki and Jonny allow the melody to sing without any constraints. 
Winter 2016 saw Vicki & Jonny on the front cover of the Living Tradition Magazine 
with a centrespread interview. 
 

Vicki Swan & Jonny Dyer 
effortlessly blend 
traditional material with 
contemporary sounds. 
Their performances 
showcase new 
interpretations of old 
songs alongside original 
self-penned tunes and new 
contemporary songs that 
are entirely at home in the  
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Picture: Weymouth Ukuleleans at the Wessex Folk Festival 2014 - Thanks to Stephen and Helen Jones for this photo 

 

The Wild Rover Set 
is drawn from a group of friends 
who get together at various sessions 
around the area. We aim to bring 
you a set of familiar chorus songs 
and tunes. Your chance to exercise 
your vocal chords and any recently 
acquired percussion skills. 
Participation is the game and we just 
need you to make it the grand finale 
on the harbour stage. 

 

On the Stages 

 

The Weymouth Ukuleleans are a group of like-minded people who were 
brought together by their shared enthusiasm for the ukulele. 
Beginning with weekly Thursday night Ukulele sessions at The Sailor's Return, 
Weymouth, the group formed in 2013 for a series of Christmas Charity 
Events. 
The group’s mantra of “Strum for Fun” seems to have captured the public’s 
affections and with their infectious sound of foot-tapping, sing-along family 
entertainment the group have gone from strength to strength and can be 
seen sharing the fun of the ukulele at many local festivals and events. 
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Morris Dancing 

Wessex Folk Festival would not be the same without the hundreds of Morris 
Dancers bringing colour and entertainment throughout the festival. 

 

 
Black Rock School of Dance 
Is a Traditional Irish Dance Group based in 
Yeovil. Any abilities welcome, very friendly 
atmosphere. Dancers are both girls and boys 
ranging from 3-19. They practise on 
Saturday mornings from 10-13.30. They take 
part in a variety of different shows and folk 
festivals throughout the year.  

 

 
Beetlecrusher Clog 
is a clog and step dance group. 
We were established in 1982, 
to perform at folk festivals in the 
UK and abroad.  We perform clog 
routines from England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland, with 
stepping or step dances from the 
Isle of Man, Quebec and Cape 
Breton. 
 

Anonymous Morris is a friendly all-
age energetic mixed Border Morris 
side, with a repertoire including 
original dances. Performing in purple 
tatters, we hail from the good town 
of Poole and locations around.  
www.anonymousmorris.co.uk 

 
 

 

http://www.anonymousmorris.co.uk/
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Bourne River 
Formed in 1967, and based 
around Bournemouth in Dorset, 
they are a men's Cotswold Morris 
dance team. Their kit (costume) is 
white shirt and trousers, with 
baldrics of blue on gold with red, 
blue and gold ribbons at the 
lowest points of the baldric. 

 

 

 Cornucopia 
Cornucopia is an Appalachian 
Dance Group performing to a 
variety of American, Irish and 
British Folk music.  They are 
based in Grove, 
Oxfordshire.  The dance 
becomes part of the music as 
the sound of the dancers’ feet 
creates a driving rhythmic 
background to the old-time 
American tunes.   

Dorset Buttons Rapper   The Men’s 
Rapper Sword Dance team was 
formed in 1991 and performs dances 
that originate from the mining 
villages of Northumberland. They 
came third in the Open Class DERT 
competition in 2008. Their intricate 
weaving swords together with their 
accompanying characters of ‘Tommy’ 
and ‘Betsy’ are a spectacle not to be 
missed. The Rapper Side always 
welcomes new members.  

Morris Dancing 
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Enigma Morris 
is a mixed Border Morris side from 
South Petherton in Somerset , which 
has been together for eighteen months. 
Practices are on Monday evenings 8 -
10pm from September to  April, at 
South Petherton Methodist Hall.  They 
always welcome new members, both 
dancers and musicians.  
 

 

 Festus Derriman 
is a character in Thomas Hardy’s Trumpet 
Major.  Since this novel features the village 
known as Upwey, where  their Morris Side is 
based, it seemed like a logical name. The 
side was formed in the late 1980s. There are 
several members from those early days still 
sticking and capering. Currently they have 
ten dancers and six musicians – two of 
whom also dance. 

 
Dr Turberville’s Morris is a mixed Morris 
‘side’ or team originally from Crewkerne in 
Somerset. They can now be found 
at Somerton, also in Somerset. They ‘do’ 
Morris dancing, mostly Cotswold Morris 
and some Border Morris. They take their 
name from the most famous son of 
Crewkerne, the celebrated occultist, Dr. 
D’Aubigny Turberville.  

Morris Dancing 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Wessex+Rooms,+Broad+St,+Somerton,+Somerset+TA11+7ND/@51.0542767,-2.7295876,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x48721422c0bba4a9:0x1a298142df550bd2!8m2!3d51.0542733!4d-2.7273989?hl=en
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FVM (Frome Valley Morris) 
Is so called because they originally 
practised by the banks of the mighty 
Frome. They have moved and now can 
be found in the Old Town Hall 
Weymouth. They dance mostly in the 
Cotswold style and this is their 40th year 
of Dancing in Dorset. 
     

 

Morris Dancing 

Full Moon is a mixed Cotswold Morris dancing 
side loosely based around South Wales, UK, 
although their members come from as far afield 
as the far west of Swansea, the Forest of Dean 
and even Devon and Derbyshire. 
Full Moon Morris started early in 1997, when six 
men and women who danced with various local 
sides in South Wales wanted to “get out more”.  

 

 

Glastonbury Border Morris is an 
all-inclusive side of eclectic 
characters, ranging in age all the 
way up to dancers in their 70s! 
They have been going for nearly 
four years now, but have only had 
a real core group for the last two 
years. Although they are a 
relatively new side, that doesn’t 
stop them being full of passion 
and enthusiasm, and they are part 
of nearly every local celebration in 
the Glastonbury area.  
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Hobos Morris is a female Border Morris 
side formed in 1993 and based in Poole, 
Dorset. Their first season, in 1994, 
coincided with the 50th Anniversary of 
D-Day. Major-General Percy Hobart of 
the 79th Armoured Division, produced 
and commanded the unusual tanks 
needed for the Normandy beach 
landings – affectionately known as 
Hobos Funnies! Their regimental colours 
were red, black and mustard, and their 
emblem the Raging Bull.  
 

 

Morris Dancing 

Grimspound Border 
is named after an ancient hut 
circle on wild Dartmoor. Some 
people say that their dancing is 
a bit ‘wild’. They are 
characterised by dances that are 
energetic with some vigorous 
sticking at times. Their mission 
is to enjoy dancing and hope 
that those watching will also 
enjoy it and want to join them. 
So enjoy! 

 

Holly Copse Molly is a mixed side 
from Bournemouth, Dorset.  Just ten 
years old, they pen their own 
dances as well as borrow dances 
from other sides, some from Ouse 
Washes and Rhubarb Tarts. Their kit 
can be versatile and practical 
depending on the weather. Basically 
anything goes in black yellow and 
magenta. They practice on 
Thursdays in Bournemouth 8-10pm 
and welcome any newcomers, 
anytime. Why not? 07989 242588 
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Newton Bushel 
The much acclaimed Newton Bushel 
Morris is a mixed traditional 
Cotswold side formed in 1972. They 
dance around the Torquay, Newton 
Abbot and South East Dartmoor 
areas of Devon. Following the usual 
Morris pattern they dance out on 
Thursday nights between May and 
September and practise during the 
winter months in Kingskerswell. 
 

 

No Mean Feet 
Bring the wonderful music and 
percussive sounds, created through 
dance, originating from the 
Appalachian Mountains, via Yeovil. 
They perform team routines written 
by current and former team 
members, as well as individual 
freestyling to the music of their very 
own Shoestring Band.  
 

Morris Dancing 

Northgate Rapper 
is Bath’s finest and only male sword 
dancing team. Founded in 1991, they 
continue to ignore the magistrate’s 
rulings and perform high energy rapper 
dances in any pubs that will let them in. 
Locally famous and regionally renowned, 
they have appeared at Sidmouth Folk 
Week and both Bath and Bristol’s Folk 
Festivals. Expect mild peril, tappery feet, 
intense concentration and dynamic 
performances! 
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 OBJ Morris is based in Bracknell, 
Berkshire and performs a mix of 
contemporary and traditional dances, 
loosely following the “Bordermorris” 
tradition which originated in 
Shropshire, Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire.  It’s a mixed side 
(male and female) and can be 
instantly recognised by the black, 
green and white rag jackets and 
blackened faces. 

Red Stags 
Founded in 1968 at Southampton 
University, Red Stags perform their very 
own style of Border Morris. Some of their 
dances are traditional, others are based 
on research and interpretation of old 
manuscripts, some are imported from 
across the pond, the remaining ones are 
penned and adapted by various members 
of the side, not always in a pub, on the 
back of an envelope. 

 

Rag Morris 

is really a somewhat eccentric 
rainbow disguised as a team of 
Morris dancers. Set up in 1981 and 
associated with the University of 
Bristol, they are a mixed side, 
performing dances from Cotswold 
and Welsh Border traditions with 
their own inimitable mix of vigour, 
creativity and dubious singing. 
 

 

Morris Dancing 

Photo: Dorsetbays 

Photo: Dorsetbays 
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Sarum Morris was formed in 
1982. They are named 
after Sarum the Roman 
settlement which, through the 
centuries, has grown and 
evolved into the present day 
beautiful City of Salisbury. 

 

 

From Turi in Estonia  -  Sääseümin 
Making a rare appearance in Dorset, this folk group from Turi, a 
Douzelage partner town with Sherborne, is proud to introduce a taste of 
Estonian culture to the Folk Festival. Brought together by a love and 
respect for their folklore and traditions, Sääseümin, the name reflecting 
the complexity and peculiarity of the Estonian language, is made up of 
young people with a shared enthusiasm for folk song and dance. With 
regular appearances in festivals both locally and nationally, British 
audiences can enjoy a hint of what being Estonian is all about as they 
share some of their unique folk heritage in song and dance reflecting 
the folklore, magic and legend of their ancient and rich history. 

 

Morris Dancing 
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Sidmouth Steppers Ladies North West 
Morris was formed in 1998 following the 
45th Sidmouth International Folk Festival. 
Most of the dances that the Sidmouth 
Steppers perform originated in the North 
of England and were performed by mill 
workers at holiday festivals and in 
processions. Clogs are worn for the dances 
as these were traditionally worn by the 
mill workers.  Accessories used in the 
dances are bobbins and perns from the 
spinning mills, decorated sticks, garlands 
and handkerchiefs. 

 

Morris Dancing 

SomerStep is a group of musicians and 
step dancers based near Crewkerne in 
Somerset, who aim to encourage social 
dancing and step dancing at informal 
occasions. 
They have musicians with an impressive 
repertoire of Dorset and Somerset 
traditional tunes. They have individual 
dancers who dance the steps of 
Dartmoor steppers, Bob Cann and Les 
Rice as well as freestyle to southern 
English jigs, polkas and hornpipes. 
 
 

 

As a group, they dance reels and step dances such as the Dorset four-hand reel, 
Cornish four-hand reel, and Wiltshire six handed Reel, where possible, using 
traditional steps collected during the mid-late 20th Century. 
As the evening progresses, they like to engage the audience and dance some of 
the social dances collected in the New Forest, such as the Step Dance, Jackie 
Robinson and Bonnets So Blue. They are currently researching Somerset dance 
traditions such as East Coker Ribbon dances and Mendip Stepping. 
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Tatter and Tails 
are a mixed Border 
Morris team with 
attitude. They are a 
team that’s up for a 
laugh, with lots of 
energy, lots of dancing 
and lots of drinking! 
 

 

Sweet Rapper – Ladies Rapper Side 
formed in November 2004 from members 
of various Morris sides. They started to 
practise with borrowed swords and help 
from Dorset Button Rapper. They studied 
videos, watched other rapper sides and 
attended a couple of workshops, hence 
their rather unique style. 
Their musician, Katrina, wrote their music 
and plays for them on the fiddle. 
Over the years they have lost and gained 
members and they are always looking for 
new recruits. 
 

 

Morris Dancing 

Treacle Eater Clog was formed in 1983. Their 
dances have their roots in the industrial north-
west of England, where dancers wearing 
brightly coloured costumes and often, 
decorated clogs, were (and still are) a feature 
of carnivals and similar processions. Their 
name comes from the folly in Barwick Park, 
just South of Yeovil, called Jack 
the Treacle Eater.  Jack is reputed to have been 
a messenger employed at the house, who ran 
errands, even as far as London, sustained on 
black treacle. 
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Wessex Morris 
Dancing out from April to 
September, we give energetic and 
entertaining displays in the towns 
and villages of Dorset and 
Somerset, and at major shows and 
events. And we make at least one 
overseas trip each year. Our 
practice sessions are held on 
Mondays, September to April 8pm 
- 10pm at Pulham Village Hall in 
Dorset, DT3 7DZ 

 

Morris Dancing 

West Somerset Morris 
In 2018 the West Somerset Morris 
Men (1965) and the West 
Somerset Border Morris (2015) 
amalgamated to a mixed side as 
West Somerset Morris. 
With eighteen dancers and five 
musicians, they dance Cotswold 
and Border in the area bounded 
by Taunton, Bridgwater, Dulverton 
and Porlock. 
 www.westsomersetmorris.co.uk 
 
 

 

http://www.westsomersetmorris.co.uk/
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White Horse Morris is a mixed side based 
in South Wiltshire. Founded in 1951 as 
White Horse Morris Men from the 1950s 
until 2011 the side remained a male 
Cotswold side and developed a reputation 
for its excellent dancing. In 2011, with an 
appetite for change, the side became 
mixed, and introduced several Border 
dances to complement their original 
repertoire of Cotswold dances. They are 
named after the White Horse of 
Westbury, cut into the chalk hills. 

 

Whitethorn 
Whitethorn was formed in 1977 and is 
based in Harrow, Middlesex. The side 
performs dances from the north west of 
England. The kit is a vibrant red, blue and 
white combination with hand-made 
wooden clogs. Whitethorn has performed 
at many folk festivals and events 
countrywide, including Sidmouth, Whitby, 
Wimborne, Chippenham and in 2000 
danced at the Millennium Dome. 

Wild Oats performs mostly border 
dances and members have written 
many of their own, or adapted 
dances learnt at festivals. They 
were formed in 2003 as the local 
Morris side did not accept women 
as dancers at that time. They aim 
to be a mixed side, all ages (they 
have a nine year old dancer). They 
have a website which is currently 
being updated and are on You 
Tube. 

 

Morris Dancing 
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 Wyld Morris is a mixed Morris 
side of dancers and musicians 
dancing mostly in the 
Cotswold tradition. The side 
was born in the autumn of 
2010 out of a love of Morris 
and the lack of a local side that 
would accept a woman 
dancer! 

 

 

 

Wreckers Border Morris is a mixed side from the valley of the Tamar, the border 
between Cornwall and the UK. They dance in Black and Gold, the traditional 
colours of the Cornish Kings. Unlike many border sides they don't black up their 
faces - they are proud of their Cornish roots and the tradition they maintain. They 
also travel further afield to festivals (Sidmouth, Chippenham, Lyme Regis, Upton 
on Severn, Ossett, to name a few) and the side has also performed in the USA and 
Germany. Some of their dances are traditional, but many of these have evolved 
over time, and new dances are being developed and written all the time. They now 
have upwards of forty dances in their repertoire, making it something of a 
challenge to remember them all! Their motto says it all “Dance Like It Matters” 

 

Morris Dancing 



47 
 

 

  

 



48 
 

 

 


